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TITLE: NAPOLEON AND THE PIRATE 
 

 

JANUARY 1818 AND NAPOLEON’S MEN REACH TEXAS. 
 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
 

JANUARY 16, 1818. GALVESTON. AFTER NAPOLEON’S DEFEAT AND EXILE, SOME OF 

HIS SUPPORTERS FLEE TO AMERICA. TODAY, A SMALL BAND UNDER NAPOLEON’S 

GENERAL, CHARLES LALLEMAND, ARRIVES AT GALVESTON, HOME TO FRENCH 

PIRATE JEAN LAFITTE. 

 

LAFITTE HELPS THE FRENCH SETTLE ALONG THE TRINITY RIVER AT A PLACE THEY 

CALL CHAMP D’ASILE. THEY’RE ALLEGEDLY FARMERS, BUT THEY BUILD A FORT 

AND BEGIN MILITARY DRILLS, POSSIBLY TRAINING TO RESCUE NAPOLEON FROM 

EXILE. 

  

BUT AFTER ONLY EIGHT MONTHS, A HURRICANE AND SPANISH TROOPS DESTROY 

THE COLONY. LALLEMAND FLEES TO NEW ORLEANS. 

 

NAPOLEON’S MEN ARRIVED IN TEXAS 193 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS 

HISTORY.  
 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  

 

 

 

 

Handbook of Texas – CHAMP D’ASILE 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/CC/uec2.html   

 

 Handbook of Texas – CHARLES LALLEMAND 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/LL/fla14.html  

 

The French in Texas, Francois Lagarde (ed.), UT Press, 2003 

http://books.google.com/books?id=EcT3dJJ38sYC  
 

Sketches from Five States of Texas, A.C. Green, TAMU Press, 1998 

http://books.google.com/books?id=XeSi31_W8H4C&output=html   
 

“French Exiles in Texas 1818: The Colony Le Champ D’Asile” 

Sons of Dewitt Colony Texas, website accessed 12/15/08 

http://www.tamu.edu/ccbn/dewitt/frenchexiles.htm  
 

Passionate Nation, James L. Haley, Simon and Shuster, 2006 

http://books.google.com/books?=idK_Cpu4k2Ce4C  
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